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RATED T+ TEEN PLUS 


In a world where the Dark Knight has gone too far, 
The Joker must save Gotham City. 
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ERRTH-O. first World of the Multiverse. 
STAR bs i 


roll : WHAT'S THAT 
y RINGING? 


JUST ONE OF A 
THOLISAND ALARMS 
THAT GO OFF IN HERE 
| EVERY DAY. PROBABLY SOME 
PUNK M.L.T. STUDENT WHO 
THINKS HE CAN GET A 
JOB IF HE BREAKS 
INTO MY WORK 
STATION. _ 
DON'T GIVE ¥ 
IT A SECOND 
THOUGHT. 


DAD. ITOLD 
(2 lu. YOU NEED 


O GET OLIT OF |F SK 
oe LABS SOMETHING 


NOW, _, SERIOUS /S GOING IT'S THE METAL, ISN'T 


4 ON. SOME KIND OF 
\ /NVASION. C/TIES 
ARE FALLING. 


THAT 
IS PRECISELY 


IT? THAT'S WHAT YOU SAID 
THE BLACKHAWKS TOLD YOU 
LEAGUERS. METAL VIBRATING 

AT THE FREQUENCY OF AN 

UNDISCOVERED PLANE 
OF EXISTENCE.* 


IN 


WHY I'M STAYING : CASE YOU'VE 


PUT. I WANT TO 2 FORGOTTEN, VICTOR, 
UNDERSTAND ” — I'VE WORKED WITH 
WHAT'S GOING , See OTHERWORLDLY METALS 
ON HERE. I , IN THE PAST. A FEW 
f OF THEM ARE RIGHT 
IN YOUR CHEST. 


IT AM AN OLD MAN SITTING 
IN PROBABLY THE BEST 
PROTECTED LABORATORY IN 
NORTH AMERICA. YOU'RE 
THE ONE WITH MISSING 
TEAMMATES. 


I CAN 
PROTECT YOU 
FROM MY OFFICE. 
PUT ALL THE 
POWER OF S.T.A.R. 
LABS BEHIND 
ou. 


PROMISE )— 
YOU... 


sain 
AM INA 
VERY SAFE 
PLACE. 


tiny am 


THUTLARTA "YQ 


a TYNION IW ee 
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LOOK, DAD. GOTHAM 
AS WE KNOW IT IS GONE, | 
REPLACED WITH SOMETHING 
I CAN BARELY UNDERSTAND. 
I CAME UP TO THE 
WATCHTOWER TO { \ 
STUDY IT... \ - 2cBUT 
: » NOW CENTRAL 
CITY IS CHANGING, 
TOO. DETROIT COULD 
BE NEXT. I WANT YOu 
To PROMISE ME 
THAT YOU'RE GOING OKAY, SO 


1? “ae — / YOU'RE PULLING 
_ | DATA ON ALL OF THE 
HOME CITIES OF THE 
JUSTICE LEAGUE TO 
SEE IF A PATTERN'S 
EMERGING? 


OKAY, 
FINE. IF YOU'RE PATCH ME 
GOING TO INTO ALL OF THE 
HELP... TELEMETRY YOU CAN PULL 
ON METROPOLIS, AMNESTY BAY, 
COAST CITY, WASHINGTON, D.C., 
AND DETROIT. WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR ANY KIND OF ENERGY 
SIGNATURES OUT OF THE 
ORDINARY. 


ONE OF THE 
MEMBERS IS 
TELEPORTING 


f)) ¢ 
LOOKS LIKE LS 
WE'LL NEED Less —=\ 4 ] ye Posten, 
OF YOUR HELP THAN foul ha \ WA 
WE THOUGHT, AL) 
DAD. me 


MAN, ARE YOU 
A SIGHT FOR SORE 
CYBERNETIC EYES. 
BUT WHERE 
THE HELL-- 
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I DUNNO 
ABOUT YOu, 
JEEVES...GuUT I 
CAN 09 THIS 
ALL DAY. 


GATOR. SAVE 
SOME FOR THE 
REST OF 
us. 


PERHAPS 
THERE |S 
ANOTHER WAY 
I CAN BE OF 

SERVICE. 


OF THIS. NOW 
TELL US WHERE 
BATMAN IS BEFORE 
WE REALLY GET 


: a fpr’ a 


Y 
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CLARK IS RIGHT, 
BRUCE. WE'RE 
CONCERNED. 


WATCHING 
ails cies axe 
OVER AGAIN--IT'S 
NOT HEALTHY. 


_ 
“J/LE® TELL YOU WHAT'S * 
NOT HEALTHY, CLARK. 


"IT'S NOT HEALTHY TO STAND 
HERE KNOWING THAT THE MAN 
WHO RAISED ME LIKE A FATHER 
IS IN A CASKET UPSTAIRS WITH 
36 SHATTERED BONES. 


“THAT WE COULDN'T HAVE 
AN OPEN CASKET BECAUSE 
HE WAS BEATEN TO A PULP 
SIX FEET FROM WHERE 
YOU'RE STANDING NOW. 


MY WHOLE 
LIFE, HE’S BEEN 
THERE FOR ME. NO 
MATTER WHAT I HAD 
DONE, NO MATTER HOW 
ANGRY I HAD MADE 
HIM. I WOULD RING, 
AND HE WOULD 
COME. 
IT’S NOT 
HEALTHY TO 
KNOW THAT HE 
WON'T BE THERE 
ANYMORE... 


BUT NOW 
YOU HAVE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO 


a XK HONOR HIM BY 
PUTTING HIM 
“y _ TO REST. 
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¢ 
> 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO ALFRED WAS 
HORRIBLE. 


THE REST 
OF US ARE 
GOING TO BE 
UPSTAIRS AT 
THE WAKE. 
I HOPE 
YOU'LL JOIN US. 
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VIC, 


WAIT... 


~ WHAT ARE 


baa 
} | 


+.-AND 
THAT IT’S MY 
FAULT. 


be | 


A FEW 
YEARS AGO, I BEGAN 
A SCAN OF ALFRED'S MIND. 
TO CREATE AN ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE THAT 
MIGHT OUTLAST HIM. 
BUT IT WAS NEVER 
FINISHED. 


I CALLED 
IT THE ALFRED 
PROTOCOL. 


YOU ASKING ME, 


BRUCE? 


I 
CAN'T BRING 
HIM ONLINE 
BY MYSELF. T 
NEED YOUR 
HELP... 


..- PLEASE, 
vic. I NEED 
HIM. 


KNOW, YOUR SON 
VICTOR WAS ONE OF MY 
CLOSEST FRIENDS. He 
HELPED Me WHEN 
NO ONE ELSE 
WOULD. 


HE 


ACUNITED ME 
WITH MY FATHER, 


AFTER t HAD 
THOUGHT 1’D 
LOST HIM. 
TIS 
STRANGE, T 
ADMIT, SEEING 

CYBORG 
FIGAIN. 


HELP YOU! I 
CAN GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING YOU 


MUTE 
TRANSMISSION. 


---L DON'T 
KNOW WHO YOu 
ARE, OR WHY YOU'RE 
PRETENDING TO 
BE BATMAN... 


..-BUT YOU'RE NOT 
GETTING NEAR MY 
FATHER. 


YOUR FATHER 
WILL LEARN HIS 
ROLE SOON 
ENOUGH. AS 
WILL YOU. 


you ALWAYS - GIVE HIM SHAPE 


UNDERSTOOD, VICTOR. WH AND FORM. A POWEAFUL 
EVEN ON MY WORLD, THe Y MACHINE, CAPABLE OF 
POWER BETWEEN PTRFORMING ANY TASK 
FATHERS AND SONS. WHen 1 MIGHT NEED, WITH THe 
T LOST MiNe, YOU WerRe , HEART AND SOUL OF THIc 


THE ONE TO BRING HIM MAN DeeP INSIDE 
BACK TO Me... WHO LOVED Me. 


WITH 
YOUR HELP, We 
WOULD NEVER HAVE TO 
PART WAYS AGAIN. He 
WOULD Be WITH Mc... 
Al PART OF ME... 
FORCUCA. 


NOW 
ALL T HAVE TO 
DO IS RING FOR 
HIM AIND He 
ARRIVES. 


b * = 
I'M NOT GOING aie 
GO AFTER BATMAN | Mm 


GOING TO 
THE AIRPORT 


HAVE TO KILL 
ME, TOO... 


per 4 
Me Gay PZ 


..-WHAT eee + 
THE HELL IS hig THE BELL, SNe THE 
GOING ON? = SIA + RING THE 
> | : BELL. 


IT'S HIM... ye g 
IT'S ALFRED...HE a Z 
STARTED SPREADING 
ONCE HE WAS ACTIVATED. ERIE 
CREATING MORE AND MORE fe 
OF HIMSELF. NOTHING 
SEEMS TO BE ABLE 
TO STOP HIM. 


HE'S TRYING TO PROTECT ME. 
TAKE AWAY EVERYTHING AND 
EVERYONE THAT MIGHT HURT 

ME. BANE WASN'T THE 
p BEGINNING. 


NIGHT, THE 
ALFRED PROTOCOL 
SYSTEMATICALLY 
MURDERED EVERY SINGLE 
INMATE IN ARKHAM 
ASYLUM. 


DAMMIT, 

BRUCE, THE WHOLE 
POINT OF THIS WAS TO 
BUILD YOU AN A.|. THAT 

COULD STITCH YOU 


WE 
HAVE TO STOP 
nO me ue THIS BEFORE IT GOES 


DINNER. ANY FURTHER. WE NEED TO 
_ DEACTIVATE THE PROGRAM. 


ma 


NO, BRUCE. YOU CAN’T DO I ALREADY LOST 
THAT. THIS IS A HUNGRY HIM ONCE, 
V/RUS LOOKING TO FEED VICTOR. 

AND SPREAD. 


WE NEED 
To come uP Vr 
WITH A WAY TO 
DESTROY-- fe 


I AGREE. 
AND I’M STILL HIS 
BLIND SPOT, VICTOR. 
HE'S DOING ALL OF 
THIS BECAUSE HE CARES 
ABOUT ME. IF I LET HIM 
BACK INTO THE CAVE, I © ---STOP HIM 


REPRO! FROM DOING 
<a co ANYTHING LIKE 


THIS AGAIN. 


LOOK, BRUCE... 
FIGURE OUT A WAY 
TO BREAK THROUGH. 
I'M GOING TO FIND A 
WAY TO FIGHT IT FROM 
THE OUTSIDE, WITHOUT 
LETTING EITHER OF 
us GET TOO 
VULNERABLE. 


WHATEVER 
YOU DO, DON'T 
LET THEM IN. 


YOU WERE 
WRONG, VIC. 
THE BEST THING 
T CVeR DID WAS 
LET HIM IN. 


REMEMBER THE FTAA 


WHEN THEY SURROUNDED Me. 


IT ATALIZED QUIERLY THAT MY 
PLAN WAS NOT GOING TO WORK. 
I WOULD NOT Be Alle TO 
AFFECT THE PROGRAM 
IN TIME. 


AND WHEN 
THEY GARABBED 


ONTO ME, STARTED TO 
SPACAD THROUGH MY FF 


TNTIAG BODY, T WAS 
FOOLISH ENOUGH 
TO SCREAM 


THAT WAS THE 


IN FEAR. 4 y CIRST THING MY FATHEA 
‘ FIXED IN ME. HE TOOK MY 
ABILITY TO FEEL FEAR AWAY. 
MY ABILITY TO FEEL SADNESS. 
YOU KNOW, TO THAT POINT T 
HAD SPENT MUUIFE OBSESSING 
OUcR MY LOST BIATH PARENTS, 
IGNORING THE ONE WHO WAS 
THERE RIGHT IN FRONT 
OF Me. I WAS FREE OF 
THAT AS WELL. 


NEAT CAME 
MY WEAR, HUMAN 
FLESH. 17 WAS GROWING 
OLDER AND MORE 
BAIT TLE BY 
THE DAY. 


He REBUILT 
Mc. MADE Mc 


STR-- 


I 
REMEMBER 
WHAT IT'S LIKE 
BEING REBUILT 
FROM THE GROUND 
UP. BEEN THERE. 
DONE THAT. 


IT DON’T HAVE 
ANY WEARNESSES TO 
TXPLOIT, VICTOR. MY 

FATHER MADE Me 
THAT WAY. 


y it3: 


BUT I CAN 
PROMISE YOU ONE 
THING. YOU CAN THROW EVERY 
ROBO-ALFRED IN THE WORLD AT 
ME, BUT YOU'RE NOT GETTING 
\ ACCESS TO THE WATCHTOWER 
7 COMPUTER SYSTEM. 


I HAVE BEEN 
4 OUTMANEUVERING 
EVERY ATTEMPT r = 
YOU'VE MADE TO ‘ a TAM 
HACK THE SYSTEM SORRY THAT 
IN THE LAST FEW - YOUR GATHER 
MINUTES. ; ‘ DIDN’T DO THE 
fi : SAMe FOR 


YOU'RE NOT a 


GETTING IN. T 

BUILT THESE TO SEE THAT THAVE 

COMPUTERS. i! ¥: } NO INTEREST IN YOUR 
iF Hi, e COMPUTER SYSTEMS. 

ANYTHING, AAR Ye I WANTED THe 
YOU'VE OPENED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
YOURSELF UP 
TO ME. 


YOU FAILED 


IN AN INSTANT, YOU HAVE 
CRIPPLED YOUR NATION’S 
MILITARY, AND GWEN UP YOUR 
HOMETOWN OF DETROIT 
TO ME TO REMAIKE 


— _ ANT: 
) a \S 


I WON'T , = 
LET YOU DO Ya > 
THISL! / , EN 1M SORRY, 
, =~ " \ VICTOR) BUT HOU 
COULD YOU HOPE 
TO STOP Me 
fence 


“WHEN JOR EOULDN’T } “AFTER T BECAME ONE WITH MY 
STOP MeOmnS WORLD? i) CATHEA, YOU GAgHeReD THE LEAGUE 
" fi TO TAY AND FIGHT BACK. BUT i 
COULDN'T ALLOW THAT, COULD 17 “THEY FELL, ONE 
BY ovement you 
WeAe THe LAST 
MAIN STANDING.” 


LISTEN 
TO ME, 


I 
KNOW YOU'RE 
STILL IN THERE. T 
KNOW YOU CAN 
STILL HEAR 
ME. 


THE 
: PROTOCOL IS 
TRYING TO SHUT ME 
DOWN, BUT I'M STILL 
- ALIVE BECAUSE YOU 
=a WANT TO LISTEN TO ME. 


THE BEST PART 
OF YOU IS YOUR 
HUMANITY. 


Y WE CAN 
STOP IT BEFORE 
IT REWRITES YOu 
ENTIRELY. YOU 
JUST HAVE TO 
/ WANT IT. 


IT WILL 
BO WHAT YOU 
ANT, BRUCE. 


7 GO OF ALFRED AND BE \ 
YOURSELF AGAIN. YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO LET YOURSELF 
BECOME SOME KIND OF 
HORRIBLE MURDER 
MACHINE! 


{ PAECISELY 
| JHE 
TO Be. 


TVERYONE 

elSEIS A 

WEARNESS 

T WILL ALWAYS i 3 

Be THERE FOR 
HIM. 


A e 
WEAKNESS 

T AM Ready 
TO SHep. 


“YOUR DEAE SHOULD —— = 
HAVE HERALDED MY BUT EL TAICK OF . ; . = = 
GREAT ae THe COSMOS; MEWORLD COULD : ..-T WOULD LATER 

NOT SURVIVE... : LEARN HOW IT Was 
DESTINED TO 
COLLAPSE INTO 
NOTHINGNESS. 


“AND T WOULD LEARN 
OF ANOTHER PATH. 
ANOTHER WORLD...” 


-- THIS WORLD 5 . ; HEY, MAN, I 
THAT IS ALLOWED - : DIDN'T WRITE THE 
TO UVe WHILE SO s RULES OF THE 


MANY OTHERS < COSMOS. 
Dic. , J — 1 


BECAUSE 
IF YOU WERE 
WILLING TO CAST 
OFF THE CAST OF 
YOUR HUMANITY, 
YOU WOULD BE THE 
STRONGEST. 4 


j AND THAT IS 

YOUR GREAT FOLLY, 
VICTOR. YOU ARE 
THe WEAReEST OF 
THE LEAGUE. 


YOU HAVE NO. COMPREHENSION } 


OF THe POWER THAT RESIDES 
WITHIN YOU. we 

Pm 2 = <f/ 
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SO We WILL TAKE 
IT TO REWRITE YOUR 
WORLD INTO 
SOMETHING BETTCA. 
IN THE NAME OF 
BARBATOS. 


ie 


sesh 


YOU'RE 
NOT TAKING 
ANYTHING. 


YOU BELIEVE 
YOUR LOVE FOR 
OTHERS MAKES YOu 

STRONGER? LET 
Me PROVE You 
WRONG. 


T WILL 
UNMUTE YOUR 
FATHER NOW. T 
WOULD LIKE 
HIM TO FEAR 
THIS. 


yf VICTOR, ARE 
WHAT'S GOING YOU OKAY? SAY 
«\ ON?! , SOMETHING! v 
| FA « 
4 — ~ Ye et : 


TELL 
ME! 1S THERE 
\ SOMETHING I 


THANK YOU, 
DA. STI you 
HA | OF ONE OF MY 


GREAT SERVICE ASSO witL WW 
TO US. BEG you } 
500i wir |) 

CO; TO , 


Be. 
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BATMAN: 
WHITE KNIGHT 


Batman has been a hero for decades, constantly saving Gotham City from 
| mad men and murderers. But take away the cape and noble purpose and 
he’s actually a terror-someone capable of causing as 
JOKER SETS OUT muchdamage as he prevents. In a new 


TO BEAT BATMAN | 7-issue limited alternate-reality comic 


BY BECOMING THE series, it’s the Joker-cured of his 
WHITE KNIGHT insanity-who sees that Bruce Wayne 


is just another part of the city’s 
THAT GOTHAM vicious cycle of crime and sets out 


REALLY NEEDS.  tostophim. 
Superstar writer and artist 

Sean Gordon Murphy (PUNK ROCK JESUS, THE WAKE) 
brings you his tale of a twisted Gotham with a massive 
cast of heroes and villains. BATMAN: WHITE KNIGHT 
is told on an epic scale, but at the heart of it all is the 
tragic story of ahero and a villain, the Batman and 
the Joker. The question is, which one is the hero and 
which one is the villain...? 

The Joker’s been called a maniac, a killer and 
the “Clown Prince of Crime,” but a “white knight”? 
Never. Until now... 

“We know Joker’s a genius, we know he’s 
relentless, and we know he can play the crowd, 
so why not make him a politician?” said Murphy. 
“Why not strip away the psychosis (the thing 
that’s holding him back) and let him challenge 
Batman unimpeded? And to make it even 
scarier, what if he did it legally and without 
breaking any rules, So that Batman couldn't 
stop him? 

“My main goal was to undo the comic 
tropes while changing Gotham from a comic book 
city into a real city-a city dealing with everything from Black 
Lives Matter to the growing wage gap,” Murphy says. “[But] 
rather than write a. comic about the wage gap, | gave those 

ideas to the Joker, who leads a kind of media war against 
Gotham’s elite by winning people over with his potent 


( | observations and rhetoric.” 
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